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I DIRECTIONS forthe LEARNER. 


NHORT-HAND is an art well known, both vith 
| kJ reſpe to it's pleaſure and utility, ſo that on 
this occaſion all elogium is unneceſſary; notwith- 
' ſtanding which the knowledge of it is confined to 
a a very 1mall circle, —The apprehended difficulties on 
the one hand, the neceſſary attendance of a maſter, 
and cloſe application on the other, deterring the ge- 
nerality of mankind from attempting to acquire it. 
 Short-hand, nevertheleſs, like a. juggler's trick, is 
only myſterious to thoſe who are unacquainted with 


* * 


it's principles; and indeed the very learning of ſuch 
_| gentlemen as have hitherto obliged the public with 
| books of inſtruction, have been the great means cf 
' * WU increaſing thoſe difficulties to the learner, they were 
8 intended to remove; for /czentific terms are along 
familiar to the ſcholar. e 
R | In order therefore to obviate mere bugbears of the 
imagination, and render this art, by which men are 
enabled to catch obſervations, ſpeeches, &c. accord- 
{Ing to a celebrated poet's thought, Living as 
; * they riſe,” this little book has been compiled; 
| for that Dictionaries are properly efforts of induſ. 
A, try, rather than of genius is moſt undeniable. + 
1 The page which at one view preſents the learner 
Vith all that is neceſſary far him to ſtudy, is ſoconti- © 
nually referred to in the courſe of the Dictionary 
as to make it impoſſible not to be both underftood . 
and retained; and is of ſuch ſimple conſtruction, 


' i that children as well as adults may eaſily compre- 2 
bend it. — Would it not therefore, the author pre- . =" 
TS. ag. * . > 955 Ws : A 5 : 5 | a ; 8 by ſumes ; ; = 5 x4 
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2 8 . 8 we 5 2 7 
ſumes to aſk, be an „ mance to the 
_ riſing generation, to find themſelves maſters of an 
art acquired in their infancy, and in ſo different a 
manner to all the other branches of their education, 
no aſſiſtance being neceſſary but this little book 
2 0 21 inclinations, which is even more deſi- 
than drawing, and 5; for by this 
art the proficient 4 nf. ts Nie a . 
whether at the bar, pulpit, or on the ſtage, to 
commit memorandums to paper almoſt as i ſtanga< 
neouſly as they are conceived, and ö 
8 inventories, obſervations, or comments in as ſhort! 
a time as they could be {; poke But we ſhall leave 
the good ſenſe of the — to determine upon the 
merits of this plan, and preſent the reader with che 
proper inſtructions for learning. Y 
In the firſt place then it maſt be obſerved that the 
conſonants alone are uſed in ſpelling, exce * at — 
beginning of words, as * plication, 
that in words of one ſyllable only the wle, as | 
2, e, i, y, o, u, are Aiſtingyilhed 5 4 *. 1 in the 
following manner: G. io I 
a dot at the top of a letter is Sand e. „„ le 
in the middle Is i ad % . ö 38 
| © at the bottom 1s. o and u. 1285 155 ſr 
But in thoſe words. thet have M ſyllables, the u 
conſonants of which it is compoſed are thrown into tc 
the places of the vowels neceſſary to be ſupplied p 
for — 45 the uk: as may be ſeen in the Dic: I ct 
tionary. Ses the words lamentation, er V: 
| miſſions. Kc. „ Wy Ii 
But as this would 1 not be ſufficient of itſelf to ere. 0 0 
pedite the writer, many ingenious maſters have fur-. In 
niſhed the learner with TAG, called ſhorten=. Q 
ing rules; which, though arr anged in the ſameman- , Mo 
ner as in Mr. Gurney's 99 — Treatiſe on the 8 
je 
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Art of Short-hand,. yet, from chinking it by tan 7 | 
the beſt LA any yet ee ends 1 2 not '/ 
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maſter, not e from the publica: | 
tion of any man. a | 
bit ra. of heb hae 
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The rules for toe at in the hade W 
muſt alſd be el Ain ſome little attention 5, 
as * when ſ follows r there is 6nly a firoke 

upwards," as" tn DE words. miſtreſs, flowers,” 

26 "which ſee: that when two vowels. require to 
be ſounded the words are wrote like 9 Joys | 
be, which feer and that” OT, 
bab di e iy 0 

19.5 "Fa - eee 


N 3 Th TH * 
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* 4 N * 1 
- . 5 „ fi $ - . . 


are all e by a little Boks 1 in. the 4 ide t ths 

letters, as in the words vabble, cabble, which ſee— _ 
But the learner” will, perhaps, be very "apreeably. 
ſurpriſed to find that the whole myſtery of an art ſo 
uſeful to the man of bulineſs, and ſo e 4 
to — of ſp RN. od is contained i in one 187 
page - and t ueceeding s are merely 
conſtruſted for the relief of his Bae the 8 | 
val of his 'difficalties; and to prevent the poſſibi- 

lity of his ever forgetting the art, even 0 5 Ne 

of diſuſe, 1 fie wantof pre = 


ing, k 


ts the moment he nfo wh dt bs chem f ac- 
quan the ns of the art; 7 fall tem 


Fd V 8 mh, * 


4. N 
can be no . but this mode We muſt 
abundantly facilitate his progreſs; for the gentle- 
man, the man of letters, the man of bufineſs, the 
= tous man, have all their particular purſuits. It 
therefore be very unpleaſing, as well as ve 
j fitable, to-confine:them to Words, with whic 
£ plot do not .defire to form an-acquaintance, or ſen· 
tence that. could alone fatigue: their memory: 
' The rules will ſoon be femembered.—A dot over. 
he laſt letter of a word ig u,, Seb rules 
A dot joined behind a letter, or thrown through 
it, as in che words' accept and attack, which fee 
15 makes 4 5 Ar, e, ib. i 8.30 IT, 
A ſtroke drawn acroſs the. laſt Jetter, as in. che 
word 3nſtrudion, which ſee; makes xn. - 
A ſtroͤke drawn from the middle of the laſt letter, 
and brought down at the end, as in the word de- 
1 which ſee, is ti, 

The r, thrown both ways; em Abe ant kroke 
in the werd b rer and” Saurer, makes rer, row, 
A ſtrake. drawn ſloping reli" the laſt letter in 
| de words nerhful, and uſeful; which Tee, makes full. 
Klee lietle s, makes ig, when it terminates a 
word; ors put in the place of ing, as in the words 

Long, \ ſeeing, &c. Which ſee rules. 
wo dots in the middle of a letter or long rake 
"and; andi b, : Hut not joined to it, ES ing, ing. 
as in thewords bringing, ſwinging, «which ſee rules. 
A dot” behia®s lets er at 0) bottom is Hen, as 
fut bim; whit he in mie rules. 
A det behind à letter at he pine or an, 4 
| a man; Yeeirnles; io g en Ot 
A dot under a Word is” down or ade, as come, 
Howon, — }- alſo n dot under a, 
word is, 20, as fee chars in T.. 
A ſlrait ſtroke under a word Geind under, as un- | 
der the earth, Which fee in the rules 
A trait ſtroke draun over . means 1. 4 
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| contrary, which ſee, us life and death, ſee rules. 
heard, 


not be.; ſo; eafily. retained: by all memories; the: 
writer Mey ther fon IL his yards, or uſe characters 


| a by the writer's pleaſure... for which rea- 


ſon, and in order to prænent | confuſion, the plates 
are by no means equ 


ie the learner could not 
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| An ms ur des termination of-words makes 


1 bo hn 1850 phe *% 3 L. 18 49 | 4 
A Enit long ſtroke ieee ee. aas = 
þ aue, they. &c. ſigniſies, to underſtand, as he 


unlanſt ande, he axrder/toads:: ſeo; rules: and when 
the long ſtroke terminates in a little ſtroke brought 


down to the end, ſigniſes under flaed not ; but if 
turned up in a. kind of round o, or little 8; it is 


the character for ing, and- means bit, Ar, &c. * . :; 4 


derſtand ing, as fee rules. =_ 


„Great and little are altes ts therofore 


are made as large or as ſmall 28 poſſible, ſee the 
words great. army, ditth thing Ag: in the rules. 2 | 
Contraries, s life and death, heaven and belle | 
good and bad, are denoted by the firſt word being; 
written, the ſecond ſupplied} by the chatacter for 


Ide figures explain themſelves, for who:has not: 
+ ten or chirdly, fourth place, &c. 
A repetition is; marked by a ſtroke: drawn under 
the laſt word, as how and alas, fee rules. 
Wich regard Ling rules, the examples 
in the Dn? 22 7 jent to point out the moſt. 
eligible; but, as 4 aber: of character might 


5 beſt ſuits his convenience and inclination. - 
As to the. ſize. of the letters, that muſt be de- 


all engraved ; for the e of 
otherwile have diſtinguiſhed 
the ff ar any. of the long lara, as by this plan. 


"The termination of ſentences is known by a lar 
er ſpace than common being left between woods, 


| but e line with 


r pomens Wee ans . 


+ 833 "OI 
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ce). 
The mode of prafticing/when'onee a esse 


of the grounds of Short- is · obtained is mere- 
ly chis—Take any book you pleaſe, and if you do 
not find y capable of writing the Word: you 
want, — — — / — to the letter 
the wor eint aan an ave ĩt W 
Thus from very Httle bse, and totall 5 5 
tho help of a · maſter, — would foon be able 
to run on in writing Shorthand, whether N | 
nants alone formed tr ) R 
ſhortening rules, or ſupplied by charaQters. | 
A little example otro areſubjoined arp 5p — | 
an idea of the writing,” though ws are many con- 
- trations that will ſuggeſt themſelves. on an acquain- 
tance with the art, which only perplex is r 
One thing , aud büt one thing more it neceſſary. 
to fulfill he charagter Bren of this production, and 
that ĩs directions for f ming the etters—for if they, 
are not began in che manner maſter would direct, 12 
it * le for chem dat Fora one apbiher 1 
with facility. * © 
It muſt be odſer ed 18 not 
troke'n Wards. n. Fs 7 
by 18 ee at the Atle Pant which geek 
the rop and isbrodghtdowtriur a KOT OY | 
is formed is in £0 ues 
Fi is a 'ftroke- -of 1 E pe 


: g. yt nod bw of Brod: in abit ns; fie _ 
one is formed convex hes ET poncade, ar ley ape | 
| pear to the eye. brief hots Fe 5 
| 1 is began at the th, - N 71 
[ at the top, A115 ta Hel . which 
ſpreads4t ſelf -fomewhat at the ws ir marrow s at 
is 
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1. Tre ks downwar he revers 
9 pohokeh / my ee ed ed 1 


It. Is in er Tony 
12 5 it 1s never once 


dh in 

uſed den ont the wil a en 

1 Ae only 4e, after che exunpſs of Mr. 
Gurney, that . are but eight capitals ** es in 
the alphabet that can be made Ii 
four of Which as the letters d, ITY a 5 
the other four as, 1; p, m, are curve, W 
laſt put together compoſe a circle. It will 11 
ee inves, 
it was nece to 0 28 for 1 ce, the 
letter h Is part of the le ets a and t, the le tter.e is 
2 and a, the letter f is part af m and I, the 

add e ad t, and the letter h is a com. 
pou t and n; as W is of a, d, and c. 

The a and fare formed exaQtly alike, only "oY 
verſed, and c and k are one and * en n., 
which e en 1 
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The a and ſ are however moſt diſtinguiſhable, be- 
cauſe the former is never wrote but at the beginning 
of a word, as aſk, appeal, appear, &c. &c. for be- 
3 it is ſupplied, as I have ſaid before, 
ther by a dot or another letter thrown into it's 
place, and the ſucceeding letter begins where it 


ends; but where the f is uſed the J r J 


appears at the bottom, as in the words well, /pell, 


application, &c. &c. and where the little s begins 
the t always follows, as in the words frong, form, 


&c. &c. 0 | | . oh 
The long ſh which ftands for ſhe, never begins a 
word, but will naturally fall in after d, I, r. n, Or 


any conſonant as a termination. 
When a word confifts merely of conſonants, the 


pen need not be taken off to expreſs the vowels, as 
in the words commiſſion, lamentation, compaſſion, &c. 
which ſee, but in the words exalt, expect, &c. 
It cannot be avoided, and as k and c are marked 


by a touch behind the laſt conſonant, as in the 


words pinnacle, article, &c. &c. there can be no 
difficulty in learning to form tge. 


* * 


Not to treſpaſs however farther on the reader, the a 


author humbly hopes the work will not be a jot leſs 


acceptable to the public for not having the ſancti- 
fying ſeal of a celebrated name to it, as it is well 
known that in ſuch productions, where preciſion, 


demonſtration, ſimplicity and conciſeneſs are the 
great requiſites, induſtry will often accompliſh more 


chan learning, as learning cannot deſcend to traverſe 
the mazes of dull inveſtigations. ; 1 5 


Vote, The words in Short-hand, and thoſe from 


which they are formed, are parpaſely put upon dif- 


ferent pages; becauſe it is of the greateſt uſe to 


the learner to have the eye accuſtomed to ſee them 


as they are written, without their explanation, un- 


| hel abſolutely neceſſary for his comprehenſion of 5 
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A F you yourſelf will come to our houſe to-morrow, ſhall be - 


. | very glad to ſee you. 1 was not at home yeſterday when yon 1 4 
called, or I ſhould not haws been denied to you, becauſe 1 conſider | 1 


2 you as a friend. It will be a month, next Wedneſday, fince I begun | 
to learn ſhort-hand. I therefore think I have made conſiderable - 
progreſs for the time; but practice, I ſuppoſe, is every thing in 

I theſe matters. When I firſt attempted it, I conceived it a moſt : 

: dificult art; however, I have now quite changed my opinion: ſor. 

dl nothing more is neceſſary but an acquaintance with the rules,” cha- 

„ raters, and alphabet, to write it with facility, no other applica- 

N tion is requiſite, than copying the pages in the book, which may be oo 

made little more than an amuſement ; ef pecially, if people accuſtomñ 
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varied at will, and converted i in to o many leſſons of inſtruction, many 


atters are the beſt rules to obſerve, becauſe they teach the moſt. 


ns into a little or ſmall) compaſs, 1 
I am your bumble Servant, Te +8 


themſelves to form kind of exerciſes for their own uſe, upon the 
zords of which the pages conſiſt : it is not poſſible to ĩmagin of 
that advantage it would be to the learner, becauſe they might be 


erſons have been able to write it in a few days, others could not 
tain a perfect knowledge of it in a much longer time. The cha- 
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